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Campaign for a new Marine Management 
Area in Guanacaste launched

- Conservation of hawksbill, olive ridley, 
green and leatherback sea turtles

- Promotion of sustainable artisanal snapper fishery

Pretoma announces the launch of a campaign for the creation of a new Marine 
Management Area (MMA) in Guanacaste, between Punta Coyote to the 
south and Punta Islita to the north. There are four marine turtle conservation 
projects in the area, operated in close collaboration with community 
organizations (Corozalito, Bejuco, San Miguel and Costa de Oro), a spotted 
snapper sustainable fishing project with two associations of artisanal fishers 
(Aspepuco and Asobejuco), and one tracking and tagging project of green 
and hawksbill sea turtles. The conservation and sustainable use of the area’s 
valuable marine resources are threatened by destructive fishing activities, 
such as shrimp trawling and gill netting. The area in question forms the shape 
of a “triangle,” since it is locked between the protected waters of the National 
Wildlife Refuges of Caletas-Ario and Camaronal, created in 2006 and 2009 
respectively, and where restrictions for shrimp trawlers and gill netters  do exist.

Presidential Commission 
urges reform of National 

Fisheries Institute

A total reform of the Costa 
Rican Institute of Fishing and 
Aquiculture (Incopesca)  is the main 
recommendation of the Presidential 
Commission on Marine Governance, 
in charge of with recommending  
President Chinchilla on the urgent 
measures needed for the improvement 
of marine governance.  
The document was delivered in the 
Presidential House last July 17th. 
The Commission, integrated by 
representatives of Minaet, Public 
Security, MAG and the NGO 
Conservation International, presented 
its 5 steps plan  to the public, after a 
6 month process to study the current 
situation and establish goals for the 
future.

(Continue on page 2)

(Continue on page 5)
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Illustration of the proposed area for the creation of a new MMA, closing the 
“triangle” between NWRs Camaronal and Caletas-Ario

Members of The Presidential Commission on Marine 
Governance with President Chinchilla, last July 17, 

Presidential House.
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“From our President”
Less dead sharks!

The recent decree signed by President Chinchilla to stop shark finning 
generated all sorts of opinions, from compliments to criticism, but one 
thing is for sure: sharks and shark finning is an issue Costa Ricans are 
extremely concerned about.
It´s no little deal.  For the past few decades we have seen the Port city of 
Puntarenas turn into the shark finning hub of the region, a situation that has 
been well documented by the national and international press alike.
Matters have certainly changed for the better during the past couple of years.  
Private docks were closed to the landing of foreign fleets, and the country is 
moving forward solidly leading the process to protect hammerhead sharks 
from international trade through CITES.  Certainly, some problems still 
remain, such as existence of certificates that allow shark fin imports, and 
we still must deal with shark fin exports, but how do we deal with that?  
Ban shark fin exports?   Ban shark fishing altogether?
We must remember that the problem isn’t really shark finning and its impact 
on sharks, but rather overfishing and the impact on a plethora of marine 
organisms that are also  driven towards commercial depletion, such as mahi 
mahi and yellowfin tuna, or driven extinction, such as leatherback turtles, 
hammerhead sharks and manta rays.  Nothing is actually accomplished 
by banning shark fin exports or even shark fishing if overfishing is not 
properly addressed and is allowed to continue at its current rate.  Sharks 
will be caught and killed regardless.
Stopping the shark finning alone won’t be enough to save the sharks.  We 
must ensure that fisheries policies result in their reduced mortality.  We 
need to manage fisheries with an ecosystem approach, in such a way as to 
allow the biological regeneration of exploited populations and perpetuate 
ecosystem functioning.  Strict protection is required for critical breeding, 
feeding and migratory areas, some fisheries must be closed temporarily, 
more selective gear must be utilized, and destructive fishing gear must be 
banned, such as shrimp trawls.
In any case, we need to stop talking so much about “shark finning” and 
start focusing our attention towards shark management.  Only management 
measures aimed at a significant reduction in the number of sharks caught 
and killed will save them from imminent extinction.  Think about that the 
next time you order a shark ceviche, or a shark steak.

The operation of these fleets 
in the “triangle” represents a 
threat not only to the olive ridley, 
hawksbill, green and leatherback 
turtles using the nesting 
beaches and coastal habitats as 
development sites, but also for 
coastal communities that promote 
the conservation and sustainable 
use of marine resources for their 
own economic development.
The idea is basically to “close 
the triangle,” creating a new 
MMA between the two existing 
ones, thus providing effective 
protection to more than 50,000 
hectares of sea, from Estero 
Chapetón to the south until 
Punta Camaronal to the north.
Among the regulations proposed 
by the artisanal fishers of 
Coyote (Aspepuco) and Bejuco 
(Asobejuco), is the restriction of 
shrimp trawls, gillnets, extraction 
of reef fish and compressor 
diving, allowing only sport 
fishing, free diving, and targeted 
spotted snappers fisheries using 
hand lines and bottom longlines.
“Since Pretoma made its first 
appearance in the area back 
in 1998, Nandayure’s coastal 
communities have shown great 
willingness to strengthen the 
conservation of their marine 
resources,” said Randall Arauz, 
President of Pretoma. “This 
new MMA will strengthen sea 
turtle conservation projects, 
and facilitate the provision of a 
sustainable fisheries certification 
by the fishers of Asobejuco and 
Aspepuco in the future, resulting 
in benefits to their own economic 
development.”

_______________________
Randall Arauz. President

Campaign for a new
Marine Management Area

From page  1
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Constitutional Court mandates Incopesca to 
improve shark finning controls

Confirmed by the General 
Comptrollership of the Republic! 
Incopesca does not ensure 
compliance with  its official mandate 
(Report DFOE-EC-IF-14-2012, 
27/11/2012).
The report points out the lack 
of a national agenda directing 
aquaculture and fishery 
development, which would allow 
for the institution to focus its efforts, 
as well as to promote accountability.
Furthermore, Incopesca not only 
grants fishing licenses without 
technical considerations to 
guarantee the sustainability of  
fishery resources,   it also ignores 
the recommendations of its own 
technicians. It hasn’t adopted 
restrictions on size limits either.
According to the dispositions, the 
Minister of Agriculture must issue a 
National Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Plan within 6 months. The board 
of directors must publish the size 
of first maturity of commercial 
species within three months, and 
establish science based closures 
within 2 months. Finally, the 
Executive Presidency must issue 
and implement the methodological 
framework for the granting of new 
licenses.
Will Incopesca comply with the 
mandate this time?

Comptrollership confirms serious 
deficiencies in fishery’s management

The granting of licenses without technical criteria has led to 
overfishing of fishery resources. Certificates are now required for imports and exports of shark fins alike.

Last December 7, the Constitutional Court ruled in favor  of  a law  
suit filed by Pretoma (vote 01726-2012), denouncing Incopesca for 
allowing the importation of shark fins from Nicaragua separated from 
the bodies, facilitating shark finning to the benefit of foreign fleets. 
According to Pretoma believes that since the closure of the private 
docks to the landing of products by foreign fleets on December 1 
of 2010, foreign shark finning companies established in Puntarenas 
decided to land their fins in San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua, only to 
import them back into Costa Rica by land,  thus mocking controls 
established in our national legislation. As a result, from December 
of 2010 to August 2011, a declared total amount of 1,619 kg of dry 
shark fins were imported from Nicaragua.
The Court confirmed that Incopesca allowed the importation of 
shark fins separated from the bodies without warranty that shark 
finning had not ocurred, and ordered the authorities of Incopesca, 
Internal Revenue, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of 
Environment, to issue within a month the measures needed to require 
a re-exportation certificate, as required for the importation of shark 
fins. 
Indeed, as of January 1st, 2012, the importation of shark fins ceased 
with the implementation of the Central American Agreement for the 
Prohibition of Finning (Regulation OSP-05-11), which requires that the 
fins imported must be accompanied by a certification that guarantees 
that these were not the product of finning. Although Pretoma is not 
totally pleased with the certificate, we must acknowledge that since 
then not a single shark fin has been imported from Nicaragua.
Pretoma will watchdog these processes, and ensure the legitimacy of 
export certificates. Stay tuned! We are sure that Incopesca and those 
involved in the shark finning business will figure out how to dodge 
controls.



04

Costa Rica promotes international protection
 of hammerhead sharks

Last November 22nd, the Fishing 
Commission of the European 
Parliament  decided to mandate the 
landing of sharks with fins naturally 
attached, through an overwhelming 
majority of 566 euro deputies. With 
this historical election, all special 
permits granted to European fishers to 
fin sharks in the high seas and land the 
fins separated from their bodies, or to 
land the fins in one port and bodies 
in a another, have been eliminated. 
When special permits were allowed,   
compliance was comfirmed with a 
very complicated system using fin-to-
body-weight ratios, leaving an open 
loophole for non reported fins.

Ecuador closes mahi mahi 
fishery  for 5 months 
mahi mahi fisheries.

Ecuador’s fishing authorities decreed 
a 5 month closure on the mahi mahi 
trade, including all fishing activities.
With this closure, which extends from 
June 1st to October 31st, the fishing 
authorities seek to protect captures of 
undersized mahi mahi that have not 
fulfilled their reproductive cycle yet. 
Furthermore, high numbers of sharks 
and sea turtles that are caught on 
longlines targeting mahi mahi will 
also be saved during the closure.

EU closes the last loophole 
and bans shark finning

Internationals Briefs

Mahi mahi is an important fishery resource in the Eastern 
Tropical Pacific.

Last July 27th, the Secretariat of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
notified Costa Rica that the request for the inclusion of hammerhead 
sharks (Sphyrna lewini) in appendix III of the Convention was 
accepted.
Consequently, since last September 25, Costa Rica is committed to 
exercise a greater control over imports and exports of products and 
subproducts of this species, including its highly valued fins in the 
international market, particularly Asia. Besides, Costa Rica must 
establish cooperation with countries with which it trades products 
of hammerhead sharks, and to control the international trade of this 
product through permits issued by the authorities of local CITES 
authorities. Moreover, last October 5th, Costa Rica together with 
Brazil and Honduras, met the deadline to propose hammerhead sharks 
for an Appendix II listing in CITES, along with Ecuador, Mexico and 
the European Union as co-proponents. The inclusion in Appendix 
II would imply more controls over international trade, as it must be 
demostrated that the rate at which the species is exploited to meet 
international demand does not undermine its ability to reproduce and 
perpetuate, nor is ecosystem function compromised.
If this should be the case,  then the CITES Scientific Authority can 
establish the execution of measures to limit the exportation of the 
species’ products.
Costa Rica’s proporsal will be discussed at CITES during the next 
Conference of the Parties (COP) in Bangkok, Thailand, in March 
2013, where 2/3 of the votes are needed to win. During the last COP 
in Doha, Qatar, 2010, USA and Palau proposed hammerhead sharks 
for Appendix II, but the election was lost by 5 votes. This time, the 
proposal enjoys greated regional support, with Costa Rica leading 
the process.
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Fishers of Nandayure, Costa Rica, 
join the movement against the shrimp 

trawl industry

Presidential Commission urges 
reform of National 
Fisheries Institute

The Fishers Association of Puerto Coyote (Aspepuco) and the 
Fishers Association of Bejuco (Asobejuco), both located in 
Nandayure, Costa Rica,  submitted a joint legal action lawsuit 
at the Constitutional Court supporting a previous suit against 
the shrimp trawl industry, calling on the court to declare shrimp 
trawling unconstitutional. The original suit was filed last 
September 6th, by an alliance of national marine conservation 
organizations, which calls itself “The Front for our Seas”.
Fishing for shrimp by dragging a trawl net is a destructive 
technique that sweeps the sea floor, flattening everything in its 
path. Currently, only half of the national fleet is in operation, 
yet still, the fleet annually captures more than 7,500 sea turtles 
along with 6,000 and 9,000 metric tons of bycatch.  Worse, along 
with shrimp overfishing, the shrimpers have now directed efforts 
toward exploiting snapper and congrid eels, to the socio-economic 
detriment of artisanal fishermen who depend on these species.

“We promote sustainable fishing in two National Wildlife Area 
Refuges, Camaronal and Caletas-Ario, where shrimp trawling 
is banned” assured Asobejuco artisanal fishers. “Unfortunately, 
many small snappers that have not yet reproduced are caught by 
shrimp trawlers, compromising the resource, in an irresponsible 
and unsustainable practice” the fishers argued. Last November 
13th the Constitutional Court accepted the co-plantiffs’ suit, 
along with other suits filed by  Congresswoman Maria Eugenia 
Venegas (PAC), and 180 fishers and 13 fishing organizations 
from Puntarenas and Golfito, who are also affected by shrimp 
trawling:
• Asociación de Pescadores Artesanales de Puerto Pilón, Pavones 
(Asosinpap)
• Asociación de Pescadores y Piangüeros del Golfo Dulce
• Asociación de Pescadores de Pequeña Escala y Turística de
Zancudo.
• Asociación de Pescadores Para el Desarrollo Sostenible de
Puntarenas.
• Asociación de Pescadores Artesanales Conservacionistas de la 
Isla Puntarenitas de Golfito.
• Sindicato Industrial de Pescadores Artesanales, Criadores 
Acuícolas y Anexos de Puntarenas (SIPACAAP).
• Asociación Comité Local de Pescadores de Corozal de Jicaral 
de Puntarenas.
• Asociación Pesquera Costera del Pacífico – Costa de Pájaros.
• Asociación de Pescadores Artesanales Pangueros de Puntarenas 
(Asopappu)
• Asociación Cámara de Pescadores Artesanales de Puntarenas.
• Sindicato de la Unión de Pescadores Artesanales de Puntarenas
• Sindicato de Trabajadores de la Industria Pesquera 
(SITRAIPA).
• Asociación de Pescadores de San Juanillo.

Specifically, the report points out the 
urgent need to reform the composition of 
Incopesca’s Board of Directors in order to 
ensure compliance with the public interest, 
because “it is not legally acceptable for 
beneficiaries of fisheries licenses  to 
deal directly with the granting of these 
licenses.”
“We have been saying this for years,”said 
Miguel Gomez from Pretoma and member 
of a movement of nongovernmental 
organizations called the Front for Our 
Seas. “The public interest is never going to 
be served without the reform of Incopesca, 
an institution that currently serves only 
economic interests of the members of its 
Board of Directors,” said Gomez.
The Commission’s recommendations also 
include:
-Creation of a sole, superior authority 
(governing body) to lead the articulation 
and implementation of a national marine 
policy. 
-Adoption of several laws to strengthen 
marine governance.
-Promotion of scientific research and 
training of Costa Rican researchers. 
- Propose a clear “national vision” that 
ensures the sustainable use, safety and 
conservation of marine resources and 
areas.

100 citizens protested outside the offices of Incopesca
demanding its urgent reform. August 30, 2012.

(From page 1)
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Mission “1000 Days for the Planet” 
and “Fins Attached” collaborate 

with Pretoma in Cocos Island

Amazing migrations

MV Sedna IV

Movements of “Grisel,” the female tiger shark

Movements of “BackCountry,”
the male black turtle

Conducting expeditions to Cocos Island to 
perform monitoring and research projects on 
sea turtles and sharks is not an easy task. They 
require investments of tens of thousands of 
dollars! So, we  greatly appreciate opportunities 
offered by other organizations that facilitate our 
Cocos Island work.
“Fins Attached,”  an organization from Colorado, 
USA, invited us to join their expedition between 
June 23rd and July 3rd.  Alex Antoniou, president 
of “Fins Attached”,  has worked with PRETOMA 
in Cocos Island since 2004. The expedition 
managed to tag 5 hammerhead  sharks and 10 
green turtles.
Furthermore, from August 15th to the 22nd, 
PRETOMA accompanied the scientific 
documentary film expedition “1,000 Days for the 
Planet,” onboard the sailboat Sedan IV. The film, 
directed by Jean Lemir, follows scientists and 
experts from around the world who are dedicated 
to the conservation of endangered species and 
their habitats. Todd Stiener,  of the Turtle Island 
Restoration Network, USA, also accompanied 
us. We managed to tag a hammerhead and three 
blacktip sharks with acoustic transmitters, and 
one of three turtles with a satellite transmitter.

Since the early days of marine research on endangered 
and highly migratory species, such as sharks and 
turtles, it has been the desire of biologists to know 
about their migration patterns. Where are they 
going? Where do they come from? Are routes 
defined? Currently, satellite tracking technology 
provides us with a valuable tool to track the 
movements of these animals. We would like to 
share some amazing animal migrations we tagged 
in Cocos Island National Park.
On January 22nd, 2011, we tagged a 4 meter female  
tiger shark, that we named “Grisel”, and tracked 
her  movements for 314 days over a distance of 
8,400 km. In her long journey, she visited the Gulf 
of Fonseca, Honduras, probably to give birth.
On  March 15, 2011 we tagged  a male green turtle, 
that we named “Backcountry,” and tracked his 
movements for 53 days over a distance of 2,255 
km. Backcountry headed toward the coast of Costa 
Rica and then to Guatemala.
Cocos Island provides refuge for adult highly 
migratory species that visit the area temporarily 
or seasonally, either to rest or forage. These 
investigations allow us to identify other essential 
habitats for the development of these animals in  
the region. Effective marine conservation depends 
on the adequate protection these species obtain at 
these sites.

Future expeditions to Cocos Island: April 11 to 21, 2013/10 to 22 November 2013 / info@pretoma.org



FIN AND FLIPPER SLAPS

• Congressman Ernesto Chavarria (ML) for being the only 
Congressman to issue a negative review of the “Pretoma Law”  at 
the regular meeting of the Legislative Environmental Commission (# 
17, October 13, 2011), where he referred to Pretoma as a “millionaire 
private organization.” Slap! 

Pretoma is a CIVIL ASSOCIATION, founded  in 1997 to protect 
endangered marine species, and was awarded “Public Interest” status  
in 2008. Does the  representative from Guanacaste know the difference 
between a Private Entity and a Civil Association? We’ll have to send 
him a copy of the Law of Associations so he is better informed!
Congressman  Chavarría becomes the first person to win TWO 
consecutive Slaps!
• Guillermo Ramírez Gatgens, President of the legal body of 
INCOPESCA for dismissing suits that were presented against shrimp 
trawlers “Sonia J” and “Luis Guillermo.” Both were caught operating 
illegally in the Caletas-Ario National Wildlife Refuge, in Nandayure. 
The legal body justified its decision on its doubt of the veracity of the 
GPS positioning evidence, despite supporting VIDEOTAPE  of the 
boats violating the protected waters.  The legal body also turned a blind 
eye because the offenses occurred in an area under the jurisdiction of  
MINAE.  Slap!

Why exactly is there any doubt regarding the accuracy of an E-Trex 
GPS?  Curiously, the defense lawyer for one of the boats was the 
vice president of Incopesca. Who does INCOPESCA’s legal body 
respond to anyway?

• Vessel Chaday I, Champion of illegal fishing at Cocos Island, for
invading the marine protected area around Cocos Island (where all
fishing is prohibited) 12 times. Following one such illegal incursión 
last April 6th, a judge issued an injunction prohibiting the boat from 
approaching the Island within 40 nautical miles. Several official 
complaints have accumulated against the Captain in Puntarenas, but 
none of them have yet gone to trial. Slap!

Sadly,  16 other boats have been denounced with charges of piracy, 
shark finning, disobedience and other violations after being intercepted 
in these protected waters. How many more illegal incursions  has the 
Chaday I made? Let’s support the Cocos Island National Park Rangers 
in their constant struggle against these modern day pirates.

Environmental Commission 
issues positive review in favor 

of the PRETOMA Law
Last October 19th the standing Environmental 
Commission  ruled in favor of bill (17504) to 
grant Tax Exempt Status for PRETOMA.  Such 
a legal status is granted to  aid associations that 
prove their work is in the public interest and a 
benefit to the citizens. Bill 17504 is expected 
to be voted by the plenary of the Legislature 
Assembley during the upcoming special 
session.

UICN membership recommends 
inclusion of hammerhead 

sharks in CITES
The General Assembly of members of  the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) adopted the resolution “Conservation 
of hammerhead sharks in the Mesoamerican 
Region and the marine corridor in the Eastern 
Tropical Pacific (WCC-2012-REC-146-SP).”
The resolution calls on countries to support the 
inclusion of hammerhead sharks in Appendix 
II of CITES to control international trade on 
this species. Moreover, the resolution calls on 
nations and Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations to implement measures for 
conservation of hammerhead sharks in their 
breeding areas , feeding grounds and migratory 
routes. These measures would include:
better control and management of fisheries, 
strengthening of legal frameworks and 
improvement of communication channels 
between countries for the identification and 
protection of critical habitats.
Pretoma re-elected as a member of 
the Cocos Island Regional Council

Last August 14th, Pretoma was re-elected 
as a member of the Cocos Island Marine 
Conservation Area Regional Council 
(CORACMIC), for a period of two more years. 
This participation allows Pretoma to directly 
influence  management, conservation and 
protection policies of the island’s treasures, as 
members of the civil society.
Randall Arauz and Jorge Ballestero are listed 
as Pretoma representatives. Other members of 
the CORACMIC are Conservation International 
(CI), Foundation Friends of Cocos Island 
(FAICO), the Cocos Island Marine Conservation  
Area (ACMIC), the National University (UNA), 
the Costa Rican Electricity Institute (ICE), the  
National Coastguard Service (SNG), and the 
Municipality of Puntarenas.

News Briefs

SLAPSSLAPS
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It has been more than four years since agricultural activites conducted 
by Agropecuaria Caletas S.A (Caletas Agricultural Corporation) began 
seriously damaging important wetlands behind Playa Caletas. The 
Austrian owner of the corporation has been continuing the activities 
in defiance of a series of prohibitions and injuctions imposed by Costa 
Rica’s Environmental Administrative Tribune (TAA).
Since 2008, both the Tempisque Conservation Area (ACT) and PRETOMA 
have brought successive complaints before the court regarding the 
corporation’s activities, such as construction of roads, installation 
of drainages, burning of fields, farming  and chemical spraying in the 
Caletas Wetland. As a result, ACT ordered Agropecuaria Playa Caletas 
S.A., in July of 2009, to remove gravel deposited for construction of an 
illegal road, eliminate culverts, drainage installations and to restore the 
ecosystem’s topography to the closest possible condition it was found 
under before the damages. A monetary penalty for damages, in the amount 
of 14 million colones, was also imposed.
Given the  contempt shown to their first injunction, the TAA expanded 
its precautionary measure in January 2012,  ordering “an immediate ban 
on performing any work or activity on these lands including: planting, 
cultivation, harvesting and other tasks related to rice, building drains, 
expanding, introducing or removing vegetation.”
An October 2012 report issued by the TAA confirmed that despite their 
orders “the Caletas Agricultural Corporation continues with its plans 
to drain, destroy, and plant rice in the Caletas Wetlands with impunity, 
making a mockery of the orders of  authorities.”
Costa Rica already won a 2010 World Wetland Network’s “Gray Globe” 
award  for poor management of this threatened habitat. 
What are the authorities waiting for to act?

Arribada in Corozalito? Yes! Last November 11th, Corozalito was visited by 1, 414 nesting turtles. An 
arribada is defined as the synchronized mass nesting of thousands of olive ridley turtles (Lepidochelys 
olivacea), once a month. There are six arribada beaches in the world, two of which occur in Guanacaste, 
Costa Rica: Ostional and Nancite, both of which receive hundreds of thousands of nesting turtles. Other 
beaches have also been identified where smaller arribadas occur, involving a few thousand individuals, as 
La Flor and Chacocente in Nicaragua.
Scientists believe that arribadas are temporary events, and the number of individuals involved gradually 
increases throughout time. Playa Corozalito provides laboratory conditions to study the process of arribadas,  
as it is apparently an arribada beach in the build up process.
Contrary to other sites, only one arribada occurs in Corozalito per year, and involves only a few thousand  
turtles. “If the hypothesis is correct, in the future we will see more frequent arribadas and a greater number 
of turtles,” said Sandra Viejobueno, turtle biologist with Pretoma.
Pretoma works to protect Corozalito’s sea turtles since 2010, in close collaboration with the  local Development 
Association.

Agropecuaria Caletas S.A. ignores the 
Environmental Administrative Tribune and 
continues destruction of the Caletas Wetland

Arribada en Corozalito!

Miriam Vargas,  artisanal fisher, community
 leader and conservationist

Caletas Wetland destruction for rice plantations, 2012.

Miriam, artisanal fisher of Nandayure, 
Guanacaste,  is perhaps our most 
important strategic ally. Convinced 
of the need to protect sea turtles and 
artisanal fishing from the negative 
effects of shrimp trawls and gill nets, 
she strongly supports the creation of 
a new Marine Management Area in 
Coyote and Bejuco, as well as obtaining 
a sustainable fisheries certification.
She managed to consolidate the 
collaboration of the fishing community 
of Bejuco in 2009 to develop a 
sustainable spotted snapper fishery, 
and in 2011 she established a sea turtle 
conservation project led by the fishers 
themselves. She is also encouraging 
a rural ecotourism project. “The sea 
is the most beautiful gift that God has 
given us, we must take care of it and 
avoid destructive  fishing practices, our 
welfare and future depend on it.” 

Spotlight on a marine 
conservationist
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Pretoma in Central America
Pretoma’s reputation is growing in the Central American region, 
and as a result we have performed a couple of consultancies in 
Nicaragua and Honduras, in collaboration with the organizations 
Paso Pacífico from Nicaragua and the  Eastern Tropical Pacific 
Hawksbill Iniciative (ICAPO).
Between August 2011 and March 2012, Pretoma was involved in 
a project with artisanal fishers of Nicaragua’s south Pacific. Fish-
ers were trained in sea turtles conservation, and a protocol for 
monitoring commercial captures was developed.

Also, since July 2012, Pretoma has collaborated with an artisanal 
fishery in the Gulf of Fonseca (Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salva-
dor) for the protection of hawksbill turtles. The use of lobster nets 
has been identified as the main threat for this species, and Allan 
is evaluating how changes in fishing gear, such as the use of pots 
and traps,  may mitigate the impact.

“Artisanal fishers of the region are suffering from similar pro-
blems,  and they all show to be interested  when they are con-
sidered part of the solution,” stated Pretoma’s consultant Allan 
Bolaños. We hope to continue to provide professional advice to 
emerging projects on fisheries and sea turtles in the region

 Ecosystem Based Sustainable 
Artisanal Fishing (PASE)

In August of 2011, Pretoma became part of a process led by 
Reserva Playa Tortuga in Ojochal de Osa, to promove sustainable 
fisheries in the area of influence of the Térraba-Sierpe National 
Wetland. The project “Ecosystem Based Sustainable Artisanal 
Fishing (PASE)contemplates 3 components: research, training 
and responsible commerce. Many public institutions have been 
asked to collaborate with its development, among them the Mixed 
Institute for Social Assistance, the National Learning Institute, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, the Municipality of Osa, 
the Ministry of Public Education, the National Council of Pro-
duction, University of Costa Rica, National Coastguard Service, 
Incopesca and the Ministry of Environment. Training has been 
provided to the fishers, and local tourism entrepreneurs have been 
invited to participate.

Jorge Ballestero,  Pretoma consultant, works directly with the de-
sign and the execution of the project “Local entrepreneurs are 
very interested, as they want to contribute with marine conserva-
tion and the socioeconomic development of the region alike,” he 
said.  

Conservationist, writer and 
leatherback turtle lover

Responsible for the creation of the 
Leatherback Marine National Park in 
Playa Grande, Santa Cruz of Guana-
caste, in 1991. Leatherback turtles 
drove her passion. During the 80s she
worked conserving this species in Ma-
tina, Limón. During this same period, 
she  witnessed the poaching of leather-
back turtle nests in Playa Grande, and 
was determined to protect them. 
She began monitoring and conserva-
tion activities in 1988, establishing 
collaborative strategic relationships 
with neighbors, such as Doña Espe-
ranza and “Kike”. Playa Grande is 
currently the most important nesting 
beach for this critically endangered 
species throughout the Eastern Paci-
fic.  Thank you Teté, for saving Playa 
Grande and ensuring that leatherbacks 
have a safe place to nest.

In memoriam

Teté dedicated her life to the protection 
of leatherback turtles

“Allan Bolaños, Pretoma 
consultant, with Salvador Sánchez 

of Paso Pacífico, with a rescued 
hawksbill turtle

María Teresa Koberg 
(Teté, Turtle Mom 

1942 - 2012)
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Turtle Trax is a private company hired to 
manage services required by foreign and na-
tional volunteers who wish to work in Pre-
toma’s marine turtle conservation projects 
in the southern part of the Nicoya Peninsula. 
Besides minding volunteers, Turtle Trax 
promotes rural community tourism.
Its objectives include raising awareness be-
tween local and foreign residents regarding 
the importance and benefits of protecting 
the turtles and the unique ecosystems of this 
part of the country, and the promotion of 
entrepreneurs committed to the sustainable 
development of the Southern Nicoya Penin-
sula, with a view of expanding the project 
throughout the entire region.
Interactive education workshops are orga-
nized through Turtle Trax, as well as ma-
rine turtle observation and mangrove tours 
in association with members of the fishing 
and coastal communities. Horseback riding 
tours are also organized.

Placing his bet on number 42, film producer Chris 
Moore won the hawksbill turtle raffled by Pretoma last 
June 24. During the next months, Pretoma will capture 
a hawksbill turtle near Punta Coyote and tag it with 
a satellite transmitter. Chris Moore will be the “own-
er” of this turtle and he has announced that it will be 
named Tag Agnew, honoring his cousin.
Stay tuned for the raffle of a hawksbill turtle in 2013. 
For $50, you can participate in the raffle of a hawksbill 
turtle, name it and best of all, you can follow its daily 
movements in “real time” by internet. Just go to our 
website and click the button in the lower right that says 
“Turtle Satellite Tracking”.

Turtle Trax S.A. Handles 
Pretoma’s volunteers

Chris Moore wins hawksbill 
turtle in raffle

Fillmore the turtle and Cocos Island
appear in Sherman’s Lagoon comic

Fillmore the turtle 
appeared in over 150 
newspapers around 

the world, sharing his 
adventures with Sherman 

the white shark 
at Cocos Island.

By suggestion of our friend Ann Luskey, we named one of the Cocos Island turtles we are tracking with 
a satellite transmitter “Fillmore,” after one of the main characters of the comic strip Sherman’s Lagoon, 
which is about a lazy and overweight white shark, that lives in the fictitious island of Kapupu in the South 
Pacific. Jim Toomey, author of the comic, was so pleased he made a series about the adventures of Fill-
more at Cocos Island with Sherman, published in more than 150 newspapers around the world!
“It was fantastic to see how Jim managed to reach thousands of readers around the world, to tell them 
about Cocos Island and the joint work made by SeaTurtles.org and Pretoma.org, to understand the im-
portance of the island for marine turtles and sharks and provide technical recommendations to improve 
regional conservation,” said Todd Steiner, executive director of SeaTurtles.org.
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There is no better way than through music to spread our 
conservation message to the youth. Many of Costa Rica’s 
musicians are aware of this power, and have been collabo-
rating with PRETOMA to “get the message out.” 
• The Jirondai Project, a  blend of Central American in-
digenous chants and electronics, entertained our Corporate 
Membership event at the Plaza Cristal in Curridabat  last 
February 24th.
• The bands Dogandul, Bambui and The Electric Creatures 
have all given us space at their successful concerts where 
we can interact with their fans, distribute information, cam-
paign materials and petitions.
• Renowned guitarist Federico Miranda, of the Leatherback 
Project, attended our August 30th protest against Incopesca  
and Comex for allowing the importation of shark fins wear-
ing a PRETOMA campaign t-shirt. 
Through these talented musicians lending their voices to the 
cause of marine protection, we are seeing how both public 
awareness and our membership continues growing.  From 
PRETOMA,  to all of these artists, our heartful thanks. 

 Thanks to the following bands for 
supporting marine conservation:

Personal Contributions:  John Regnery, Alexandra Perata, Buffy Redsecker, Carlos Solana, Mark Stabb, Pinky 
and Klaus Fruhwein, Charles Overbeck, Godwin Lai, Alexandra Sangmeister.
Collaborators:  Asociación de Desarrollo Comunal Corozalito, Undersea Hunter Group, Área Conservación 
Tempisque (ACT), Área Conservación Marina Isla del Coco (ACMIC), Centro de Investigación del Mar y Lim-
nología (CIMAR), Asociación de Pescadores de Puerto Coyote (ASPEPUCO), Asociación de Pescadores de 
Bejuco (ASOBEJUCO), Sea Turtles Forever, Reserva Playa Tortuga.

Everyone can help Pretoma achieve its ma-
rine conservation goals. It’s easy:
Be an activist by mail: Visit our website 
and click   “Get news.” You can also contact 
us by sending a message to info@pretoma.
org, saying you want to receive news. Click 
on our Facebook page ASOCIACIÓN PRE-
TOMA.
Adopt a sea turtle or a shark: For a dona-
tion between $ 50 and $ 2500, you can adopt 
an endagered marine species tagged with a 
variety of techniques, from metallic external 
tags to modern acoustic and satellite tags.
Volunteer:  Save sea turtles directly in the 
field! Spend a week or more on a nesting 
beach. There’s always work to do.
Do an internship: Are you an advanced uni-
versity student, looking for a thesis theme? 
Pretoma offers internships to students inter-
ested in sea turtles and sustainable fisheries.
Broadcast the message: Spread our marine 
conservation message among your friends 
and family.

Become a Corporate Member
Sign up your company in our Corporate Mem-
bership program and become part of this great 
team of people who are working to effectively 
conserve our precious marine species. More 
than a donation, we seek to develop partnership 
relations with national corporations operating in 
the long run.

Your company can collaborate in many ways. 
Some companies donate 1% of their net income, 
in-kind labor or products. Remember, cash do-
nations are deductible from income tax. We dis-
play the logos of corporate members during our 
events, and we can provide letters for obtaining 
certificates of sustainability.

Costa Rican musicians support 
marine conservation

Other ways to help

Corporate Members



“Be an activist”  
“Take Action NOW!”
Express your 
support for the 
creation of a 
new Marine 
Protected Area 
in Nandayure 
to the Minister 
of  the Environ-
ment .
Let’s close the 
Triangle!

Shrimp trawlers from the Gulf of Nicoya are illegally entering the National 
Marine Wildlife Refuges of Caletas-Ario and Camaronal. They are going af-
ter snapper, the main resource of artisanal fishers in these areas.
Overfishing and bad fishing practices are wiping out everything in their pace, 
not only the marine resources necessary for the region’s social economic de-
velopment, but some 7,500 sea turtles every year as well

Cut or copy and send the following letter to Minister Castro at MINAET by 
fax or email

Honorable Minister René Castro,
MINAET
FAX: (506) 2257-0697
I hereby wish to express my support for the creation of a new Marine Man-
agement Area in Nandayure, Guanacaste, specifically in the “triangle” of un-
protected waters locked between the Caletas-Ario and Camaronal Wildlife 
Refuges.  The protection of this “triangle” under a management system that 
allows for the development of sustainable fisheries will contribute not only 
to the conservation of threatened and endangered marine species, but to the 
health and productivity of the spotted rose snapper fishery as well, and upon 
which the coastal communities depend on for their socio-economic develop-
ment.
Name:_________________________________________________________ 
Profession:________________________________________________________
Contact (e-mail): _________________________________________________

PS. Dont forget to cc Pretoma at: Info@pretoma.org, or fax (506) 2236-6017

Foundation

SANDLER
FOUNDATION

Danish International
Development
Agency (DANIDA)

CONSERVACIÓN
INTERNACIONAL

PROJECTSH  RK

ABOUT PRETOMA 
About Pretoma: PRETOMA is a Costa Rican Civil 
Association (#3-002-212657), registered in 1997 
and declared of public interest by the State (Decree 
34150-J, La Gaceta #6, January 9 of 2008). Our mis-
sion is to protect and restore sea turtles, sharks, and 
other endangered marine species, by advancing a vi-
sion of sustainable fishing practices and comunity 
based conservation through policy reform, public 
education, scientific research, grassroots activism, 
and strategic litigation.

Contact us:
Email:info@pretoma.org / www.pretoma.org
Adress:  De la esquina sureste del Cementerio 
de Tibás, 100 metros Sur, 100 metros Oeste. Casa 
Esquinera.
Phone:   (506) 2241-5227 / FAX (506) 2236-6017

              Asociación Pretoma

THANKS TO 
OUR SPONSORS
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